Title: Curriculum-Based Spelling Probes

Appropriate Grade Level:  All grade levels

Brief Description: The purpose of this intervention is to provide information regarding a student’s level of spelling skill development compared with that of peers; to set short- and long-term goals for spelling instruction and remediation; to evaluate the effectiveness of spelling interventions; and to provide information for program evaluation.

Materials Needed:

1.  Three sets of 20 to 25 words taken randomly from the spelling textbook or basal reader series, depending on which is used for spelling instruction; if spelling is integrated into other subject areas, lists can be generated by writing grade-level words on cards and randomly selecting sets of cards.

2.  Pencils (2 per student)

3.  Lined paper (one per student)

4.  Stopwatch or watch with second hand
Procedure/Steps:

1.  Give students copies of the topic sentence and give the following directions

“I want you to write a story.  I am going to read a sentence to you first, and then I want you to write a short story about what happens.  You will have 1 minute to think about the story you will write and then have 3 minutes to write it.  Do your best work.  If you don’t know how to spell a word, you should guess.  Use the sentence I read as your first sentence.  Are there any questions?  For the next minute, think about… [read story starter].”

2.  After 1 minute, say, “Start writing.”

3.  After 3 minutes, say, “Stop and put your pencil down.” 

Suggestions for Evaluating Effectiveness:

Count the number of words that are correctly written.  Do not count numerals as words.  If students write the story starter as part of the story, as directed, include the words in the starter as part of the total word count.  Compare the words-written-correctly rate to student’s individual norms or local norms.
Comments/tips:

This probe can be used with individual or groups of students.
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