Title of Intervention: Cross Age Peer Tutoring Program
Purpose: To help students with reading delays in primary grades (i.e. students reading in the fluency stage and not able to advance in comparison with typical peers) improve reading fluency and decoding.
Age/Grade level: Elementary age students
Format: Check all that apply

(Individual
(Small Group

(Dyads
( Whole Class

Materials Needed: 

An older student (by 1 or 2 grade levels)
Teacher or aide
A selection of age appropriate reading materials
A stopwatch to monitor 10 minute intervals
A quiet room 
CBM probes in reading for progress monitoring
Frequency/Duration: Tutors meet with tutees individually for two 30 minute sessions a week for 6 weeks or until the tutee is at grade level as assessed by CBM
Intervention Script:

Step 1: Select tutors and students: Start with the students who need the most help and are eager to participate.  Pick a tutor who is one or two grades above the student.  Tell the target student why they will be receiving this help and what it entails. 

Ex: You will be meeting with another student who is older than you several times a week.  You’ll be picking out a book that is interesting to both of you.  You will be taking turns reading out of a book to each other.  After both of you read you will discuss what you read.  This will help you read better, and also help the student who is reading to you.  If either of you need any help during this time I’ll be close by.

Step 2: Gather Materials and Select a Location: The teacher should have a selection of books to offer that the student may choose from.  The books will be chosen and agreed on by the tutee and tutor.  They should be age appropriate.  Pick a quiet area to hold the sessions and make sure seating for tutor and tutee would easily allow the book to be reviewed and read from (or have two copies available).

Step 3: Train Tutors: Give an overview of what tutoring is to the older student.  Discuss its values and goals, what to do during a session and how to help the tutored students.
Ex: We are going to be teaching you how to help someone younger than yourself with his/her reading.  Your experience is very important and the person you will be helping will learn a lot from you.  You will be asked to read out loud at first to the student and then you will take turns reading out loud to each other.  If the student had trouble with a word, you can explain it to them.  Count to five before giving the student a hint.  If the student still doesn’t know tell the student the word and then have the student repeat it.  If you don’t know a word, then you can ask me.

Step 4: Design a Tutoring Lesson: show the tutor how to manage a session, keeping steps to a minimum.  Model the experience by going through a session as if you are the tutee.

Ex: You and the student you are assigned to will pick out a book you would both like to read.  You will sit in a quiet room and read out loud for ½ hour twice a week.  For the first 10 minutes you will read out loud while the other student follows along.  For the next 10 minutes the other student will read out loud while you follow along.  Finally for the final 10 minutes, you will talk about what you just read.
Step 5: Monitor and evaluate the Program: Check for evidence of progress using appropriate CBM probes on a weekly basis.  On a weekly basis fill out the Peer Tutoring Observation form to ensure intervention integrity.

Data Collection: Progress monitoring is conducted throughout the intervention using CBM probes at their instructional reading level.  Both tutors and tutees are monitored at least once per instructional week.  Each time the student is assessed a new CMB probe is selected at the student’s instructional level.  
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Procedures for Documenting Integrity:  Randomly audiotape sessions where CBM probes are administered to establish inter-rater agreement.  Checklist style protocol is used that has essential steps to be followed during each tutoring session
Peer tutoring Observation Form (see attached)
Peer Tutoring Observation Form
Tutor: _______________________ Tutee: _______________________ Observer: __________________

Date: ___________ Location ________________________ Start Time _________ End Time __________

1. Use of praise.  

The tutor praised the student _______________ times during the observation.

2. Strategies to Build Reading Fluency: Use  the rating items below that match the reading fluency strategy used by your peer tutors 

Paired-Reading Skills.  When using paired reading the tutor:

	Read in unison with the tutee for a least part of the observation  
	Y      N

	Stopped reading aloud when given signal by tutee
	Y      N

	Responded to reading errors/hesitations by supplying the correct word and having the student repeat the word before continuing with reading
	Y      N

	Waited at least 5 seconds before supplying the correct word to a hesitant or struggling reader
	Y      N


‘Listening While Reading’ Skills.  When using ‘listening while reading’, the tutor:

	Read aloud from the book for 10 minutes at a time while the tutee silently followed along in the text
	Y      N

	Had the tutee read the same passage aloud independently while the tutor silently followed along in the text
	Y      N

	Responded to reading errors by supplying the correct word and having the student repeat the word before continuing with reading
	Y      N


3. Amount of reading.  During the observation, about what percentage of time do you estimate that the tutee was actively reading aloud? (Circle that percentage)
Less than 50%

51-60%

61-70%

71-80%

81-90% 
91-100%

4. Tutor behaviors.  Did the tutor behave appropriately during the observed session? Y   N
If not, what problem behavior(s) did you observe?
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5. Tutee behaviors.  Did the tutee behave appropriately during the observed session? Y   N
If not, what problem behavior(s) did you observe?

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​

6. Additional Observations.  Please note other noteworthy details about the observation (e.g., noise level of the tutoring location, degree of student motivations, unexpected interruptions)

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
