Title of Intervention: Folding-In Technique
Purpose: The folding-in technique can be used to teach and practice factual information, such as sight words in reading, basic math facts, spelling of new words, and facts in content areas.  It is based on the assumption that acquisition and mastery of new material can be achieved if the amount of known and unknown material is carefully controlled, as optimal learning occurs when tasks are in a level that frequent success occurs.  It also incorporates the use of repetition to learn new tasks.
Age/Grade Level: Elementary and Middle School
Format: Check all that apply

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Individual
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Dyads

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Small Group

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Whole Class

Materials Needed: 
1) Flashcards

2) Reading passages or math skills probes

3) Sequence for folding in cards

Frequency / Duration: 3 times per week to daily for approximately 10-20 minutes per session
Intervention Script: 
1) Determine the academic area for intervention (reading, math, spelling content area)

2) Determine the student’s instructional level using CBM probes (work backwards from grade level)

3) Identify known and unknown material

a. For reading, have the child read an entire passage and record words read correct per minute and unknown words

b. For math, have the child complete a math probe and record digits correct per minute and unknown facts

4) Create flashcards with unknown and known material from the passage or probe

5) Reassess material for known and unknown by presenting all the flashcards and marking them

6) Select 10-16 cards (70% known and 30% unknown) and begin folding-in procedure

7) As you present the cards, follow the sequence for folding-in unknown word/fact.  Each unknown card should be presented between each known word before a new unknown word is presented.  The key is to repeatedly present unknown words among known words so the child uses repetition with new material and experiences frequent success by using known material. (An example of the card sequence is attached)

8) When unknown material is first introduced, the teacher should first say the word, define it, and use it in a sentence (or explain the problem for math facts). The child should then repeat the word, define it, and use it in a different sentence.  When the word or fact is presented again, the student will repeat this procedure if he or she states the word incorrectly.  For math, if the student answers the problem incorrectly, the teacher should briefly correct it and the student should write the correct answer three times before moving on.
9) Once the entire folding-in sequence is complete, the cards are shuffled and all of the cards are presented one more time.  The unknown cards are then marked correct or incorrect.  Once an unknown fact is correctly answered three consecutive days, it becomes a new known fact and a new unknown fact is introduced.

10) After the flashcard session (10-20 minutes), have the child re-read the same passage or redo the same math probe and record correct words per minute and incorrect words, or digits correct and unknown facts.
11) Graph pre and post session data from the passage/probe.

12) Administer CBM probes (oral reading fluency or math probes) two times per week for progress monitoring of overall student progress and graph the data.

Data Collection: Pre and Post drilling session assessment is graphed (i.e. the words correct and incorrect words on a passage are recorded before and after the flashcard session).  CBM two times per week with randomly selected probes.
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