Title of Intervention: Group Contingencies with Randomized Reinforcers
Purpose: To increase reading fluency for students who need additional practice and motivation
Age/Grade Level:  Grades 2nd to 4th 

Format: Check all that apply

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Individual
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Dyads

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Small Group

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Whole Class

Materials Needed: 
1) Regular or supplemental reading curriculum material

2) An appropriate selection of rewards (objects and/or privileges)

3) Desired grade level Curriculum-Based Measurement for progress monitoring probes (i.e. Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills)

Frequency / Duration: Once a week
Intervention Script: 
1) Create a list of prizes (objects and/or privileges) with students in lower reading groups who are having difficulty achieving fluency (for tier 2), and need motivation and extra practice, or with all reading groups if used as a class wide intervention.

2) In the beginning of the week explain and review the contingency being used-

a. Independent group contingency: each student in the group who meets the criterion will get a prize.

b. Dependent group contingency: one (unknown) student will be chosen.  Rewards will be given to all students if that one selected student meets criterion (The identity of that child should not be revealed at any time).

c. Interdependent group contingency: Rewards will be given to each student if the average group performance meets the criterion.

3) In the beginning of the week explain the criteria they need to reach on their end of the week reading probe in order to be able to earn the reward (e.g. for use in a third grade classroom for tier 2- “This week everyone in the blue group who reads 50 words a minute by the end of the week will get a prize”).  Criteria should be realistic (based on ability as determined by CBM DIBELS) and achievable with practice and motivation (as based on realistic and ambiguous growth rates).

4) Remind them daily before reading class, of the criterion and the contingency being used that week. Encourage students each day to do their best and practice reading as much as possible.  Tell them to be supportive and to encourage each other.

5) Assess each child privately at the end of the week with DIBELS progress monitoring for grade level materials (or adjust as indicated by survey level assessment)

6) After assessing each student, give randomized prizes to students as earned according to criteria and group contingency.  (Students should not know what the weekly prize will be).

7) Once criteria for a group is reached, increase criteria (e.g. when all students in the blue group have achieved a median score of at least 50 words per minute with less than three errors, increase to 55 words per minute).  If only one student is having difficulty reaching criteria, adjust the student’s criteria on a private basis.  Each student’s weekly DIBELS score should be recorded on a chart which includes the following information: Student’s name, score, date, contingency plan, reward given, group the student is in and the criteria for the group.

8) Teacher or student should graph weekly DIBELS score.

Data Collection: Curriculum-based Measurement for progress monitoring probes and record correct words per minute on graph
Compiled by: Helen Kleinman
