Title of Intervention: 
Group Reinforcement with a Twist

Purpose: To reduce disruptive student behaviors (e. g. off task, inappropriate vocalizations, out of area, and noncompliance)
Age/Grade Level: Elementary
Format: Check all that apply

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Individual
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Dyads

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Small Group

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Whole Class

Materials Needed: 4 jars and labels, slips of paper, pen/pencil, clock or watch, multiple copies of checksheet, tangible reinforcers 9if used), posterboard for displaying classroom rules.
Frequency / Duration: Several times per day for entire school year.
Intervention Script: 
1.
Identify the targets for intervention.  These are behaviors that are problematic for the class and may include off task, inappropriate vocalizations, out of area, and non compliance.

2.
Clearly define the targets for intervention

a.
Off Task – eyes and head oriented away from working materials or the teacher and/or manipulation on non work related materials during periods of direct instruction or independent work.

b.
Out o area – standing up and/or leaving an assigned area without the teacher’s permission.

c.
Inappropriate vocalizations:


1.  any verbal statement made to a peer without explicit                    teacher permission to talk to that peer
2.  Calling out answers to teacher questions without raising ones hand or being called on by the teacher. 
d.
noncompliance – not responding or inappropriately responding to each instance of teacher instructions to a specific student being observed or to the entire class as a while) within a 5 second period of the instruction or command.
3.
Create a check sheet listing the names of each student in the class and target behaviors. (Student’s name should be listed in a column on the left side of the paper and target behaviors should be listed in a row going across the top of the paper.)

4.
Take a baseline of behavior – This should be a measure of how often the target behaviors are occurring in the class before the teacher introduces the intervention.  Use the check sheet and tally.

           5.
Determine when/how often reinforces will be administered (e.g. 3 intervals (75 minutes each) during natural breaks in the school day.

6.
Determine the goal for reducing disruptive behavior (e.g. 40% reduction) and translate that goal into occurrences of disruptive behavior (e.g. a goal for a behavior that averages 60 times in a given 75 minute period would be 36 or fewer disruptive episodes).

7.
Prepare and label the four jars:


a. Jar 1 – “Behaviors” – print either a specific target behavior (off-task) and a number or the word “all” and a number

            b. Jar 2 – “Group or Individual” – print either “Whole Class” or “individual”


 c. Jar 3 – “Names” – Names of each student in the class

                 d. Jar 4 – “Reinforcer” – Print the specific reinforcers (i.e. 3 minutes of free time, 5 minutes of free time, special snack, points toward a party.)  Add reinforcers to the jar after the intervention is introduced.  

      8.
Introduce the Intervention to the Class


a. Post classroom rules and discuss with students.

                 b. Describe the intervention as a game in which students need to exhibit certain behaviors in order to gain certain privileges or treats.


c. Discuss types of behaviors required n order to earn a reinforcer (e.g. staying in seat, paying attention to speaker, completing all seatwork and following instructions).


d. Discuss types of behaviors that will not lead to earning reinforcers.


e. List types of possible reinforcers.  You may want to ask the class to help come up with some of these reinforcers.


f. Introduce the 4 jars and explain the system (when/how often and what time) slips will be selected from the jars.

9.
Administer the Intervention


a. Use check sheet and tally each instance of the target behavior for each child in the class during the specified interval.


b. At the end of each interval, select slips from the first three jars and determine if students have met the chosen criterion.  



c. Announce criteria to class if they have met criteria. (This is done to avoid potential negative consequences for individual students who may have kept the class from earning reinforcement.)


d. If students met the criteria, allow a randomly selected student to draw a slip out of the reinforcer jar.  If students did not meet criteria, simply tell them that they had failed to meet the criteria and do not announce the specifics of the contingency.


e. Return the slips to their respective jars.


 f. Repeat steps a to e for the remaining intervals.

Data Collection: Collect check sheets for each interval and total the number of tallies.  Figure out the mean by adding up the total tallies from each interval and dividing by the number of intervals.  Graph the daily mean.
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