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Story Problem Applied Practice
Intervention Summary: 

This intervention is intended to instruct students in a cognitive strategy for solving mathematical word problems, also known as “story problems.”  The intervention gives students opportunity to practice organizing data presented in a word problem, and allows them the opportunity to solve these problems using these techniques.  This technique is recommended for children in at least third grade, but may not be effective for students unable to follow directions above 4 steps, or those with memory difficulties.
Materials Needed: 

· Teacher-generated “Story Problem” worksheets.
· Graph Paper for progress charting.

· Intervention Checklist.

Procedures: 
Obtaining Baseline Data

Begin by administering “story problem” worksheets to the students.  Allow them ample time to complete the work in class, collecting it when completed.  The percentage score from each student is their individual baseline score.  This number is to be graphed on each student’s progress monitoring chart under “baseline.”  From this number, you can generate a target goal in percentage correct for each student.  Mark this number towards the end of the graph, drawing a line connecting both the baseline and the goal.  This is the aim line, indicating a rate of growth that the student should meet each week.  If the student does not meet their expected growth for more than 3 weeks, another intervention or intervention intensity may be required.
Intervention Steps
Distribute novel story problem worksheets to the students with each intervention session.  Instruct the students to address each problem in the following manner:
· First, underline what is known in the problem.  What information is relevant?
· Second, circle the parts of the problem asking for information.  What do we want to know?
· Third, write the operations next to the problem.  Does the problem call for addition, subtraction, etc?
· Fourth, write out the problem, and solve for the answer.
Progress Monitoring:

After each session, record the percentage score each student earns on their individual graph.  Connect the points with the previous value to create a trendline.  If the student’s progress falls beneath the aim line for 3 consecutive weeks, consider alternative interventions/intervention intensities.

Finally, be sure to document your compliance to the intervention protocol by filling out an “Intervention Checklist” following each session, and retain them for your records.

Alternate Ideas/Variations
Include any reasonable and alternate uses for this intervention (i.e., other populations, content areas, etc.) or variations/modifications that can be made to the intervention.  This list does not have to be exhaustive, just some general ideas.  
Based On: 

iSTEEP. (2009). Classwide Math Intervention: Applied Practice. Obtained from http://www.gosbr.net/math/problem-solving%20intervention.pdf on 28 April, 2008.
Intervention Checklist
Class________________________

Date________________________

1. Story Problem Worksheets Distributed.




Yes or No
2. Rule reminders reviewed before students began work.


Yes or No
3. Worksheets graded.






Yes or No
4. Scores charted on each individual graph.



Yes or No
5. Each student’s progress evaluated.




Yes or No
