Title of Intervention: Word Boxes
Purpose: To increase phonemic awareness, phonics and spelling skills.
Age/Grade Level: Kindergarten through second grade
Format: Check all that apply

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Individual
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Dyads

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Small Group

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Whole Class

Materials Needed: 
Magnetic Board

Magnetic Letters

Dry Erase Board

Dry Erase Markers

Paper towels

Small magnets for counters

Frequency / Duration: No recommended frequency.  Use as often as teacher determines necessary.
Intervention Script: 
Phase 1: Segmenting Sounds

1. Teacher hands out magnetic boards to each student.  The board is divided into sections according to the number of sounds presented in the word.
2. A word is placed above the connected boxes on the magnetic board.  In some instances, a picture may be used when it can provide an accurate representation of the word.

3. The students are given counters (small magnets) that are to be placed below the divided sections of the board.
4. The number of counters should correspond to the number of divided sections on the board.

5. The teacher models the task by saying the word slowly and placing counters in the respective divided sections of the board (one per sound).

6. Students place counters in the divided sections of the board while the teacher says the word slowly.

7. The students may then chorally articulate a word and place counters in the respective sections.
8. These steps are repeated for each word.

Phase 2: Letter to Sound Matching

1. The counters are replaced with magnetic letters.

2. Students say the sounds of the word slowly and place the magentic letters in the divided sections of the board.

3. These steps are repeated for each word.

Phase 3: Spelling

1. The magnetic letters are replaced with dry erase markers and the magnetic board is replaced with the dry erase board.

2. The students write the letter of the word in the divided sections as they sound out each word slowly.  The paper towel is used after each attempt to clean the board.

3. When students understand one-to-one correspondance between letters and sounds through writing, the sections of the board are represented as drawn dotted lines rater than solid lines, to fade part of the support structure.

4. Eventually the lines are removed and the students are asked to write words on the board as the teacher presents them.

5. These steps are repeated for each word.



Data Collection: Use of DIBELS early literacy probes or other CBM materials collected weekly to assess progress of each child.
References: Joseph, L., (2002).  Helping Children Link Sound to Print: Phonics Procedures for Small Group or Whole Class Settings.  Intervention in School and Clinic, 37, 217-221.
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